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OFFICE car THE SEC RET ART CF DEFENSE 
Washington 

15 March 1950 



Dear Mr. Fischer, 

Reference la made to your letter of March 10 to the Secretary 
of Defense relative to patents on inventions by Colonel Willie* 

F. Friedman, which you handed to *e. 

After looking it over, it appears that this is a aattsr for 
the Army to handle since Colonel Friedman eas a member of that 
service and his inventions pertain to an agency which was under 
the Army at the tine in question. 

Under the National Security Act, the military departments are 
"administered separately by their respective secretaries.” I am, 
therefore, referring your letter with its enclosures to the Secretary 
of the Army for his consideration and with the request that you be 
advised as to the proper office to which you could present the 
matter in full. 



Tours very truly. 



LEVEiU. ALLEN 
Major General, USA 
Executive Secretary 



Approved for Release bv NSA on 08-05-2014 pursuant to E.Q. 13529 
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6 Apr 1950 



Sr. lenxy G. Fischer 
Fleeher, Willis and Panser 
Dopant C Ire is Building 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Fischer i 

lour lattar of 10 Sarah 1950 to tha Secretary of Defense, togathar 
with loelo auras, ralating to eertain ponding United 3tatas pat ant 
applications on inventions aada by Mr. Willlaa T. Friedman, Director 
of Qa— Bniaatlona Seseereh, Defense Security Ago nay, and now retained 
in a aeeret status, has baan referred to this off lee for nacaaaary 
action and direct reply. 

According to your lattar tha Govsrnaent permitted Mr. Friedman, 
alone or together with his collaborators, to retain the coosaerclal 
or foreign rights pertaining to theae Inventions. 

lour latter also states that in vie* of the facts set forth 
therein, including Mr. Friedman's present Illness and its effect upon 
hie earning oapclty, and your states ant that th* iueefctieos in question 
probably will not bo released fro* secrecy for aany years, the question 
has arisen whether. In equity, an attempt is not warranted to have tha 
Congress pass legislation authorizing the Department, of Defense to 
purchase fro ■ Mr. Friedman such rights as tha Government permitted bin 
to retain in these inrent ions. 

Pursuant to tha request in your letter that a rapresantatlra be 
designated to whoa you would be authorised to present this natter in 
full and who would hare the authority to ascertain and inform you of 
the disposition of the natter by the Department of Defense, you are 
informed that this office has been designated for this purpose. 
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This office la making a preliminary investigation of thia setter 
aa preaented in your letter, above mentioned, in order that it say be 
better informed aa to the facta and clrcusetancee of the setter already 
of record before the desired further and sore cosplete presentation 
thereof la made to thia office. It is believed thia will be to the 
advantage of all concerned and will expedite final disposition of tha 
natter on behalf of the Department of Defense. Thia office will notify 
you, probably within the next week or two, when prellsinary considera- 
tion of the natter has been completed. 



Sincerely yours, 



JAMES R. MILLS 
Major, JAQC 

Chief, i atenta Division 
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